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Opinion Questionnaires
Opinion questionnaires, like student background surveys, can be used by teachers to better under-

stand students’ perspectives and backgrounds. However, opinion questionnaires generally focus on 

relevant classroom topics rather than more general information about the student. For example, a 

science teacher might create an opinion questionnaire that asks students the degree to which they 

find biology interesting, easy, and relevant. The science opinion questionnaire might also subtly gauge 

students’ feelings of competence related to specific tasks by asking questions such as, How comfortable 

do you feel measuring exact quantities of liquid? How easy do you find memorization of long lists of 

names? How confident do you feel using a calculator to find the answer to basic algebraic equations?

Teacher Actions
• Creating questions that prompt students to share their perspectives on classroom topics

•  Discussing students’ opinions about classroom topics

•  Incorporating students’ opinions into classroom activities 

Desired Student Responses
•  Responding to questions honestly and in detail

• Explaining the reasons for their opinions 

Extra Support
•  Allowing students to record (audio or video) their responses to opinion questionnaire 

questions

Extension
•  Asking students to create artwork, musical compositions, written pieces, films, or other 

media that express their opinions on classroom topics

Example Opinion Questionnaire Items
•  Which subject do you like the best? Why?

•  Which subject do you like the least? Why?

•  Would you rather work alone, in a small group, or in a large group?

•  Where do you study or do your homework?

•  What is the ideal environment for you to study?

•  If you could improve in one way at school, what would it be?

•  Name one thing that you think you do really well at school.

•  When you’re at school, how do you normally feel?

•  What’s one thing about school that you enjoy?

•  What’s one thing about school that you find frustrating?
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•  How often does an adult help you with your homework?

•  To what degree do you find this subject interesting?

•  To what degree do you find this subject difficult?

•  To what degree do you find this subject important?

•  Is it easier for you to learn something if you hear it, see it, or do it? Explain.

•  Do you feel competent in your abilities with this subject? Explain.

•  What is something that teachers have done in the past that you did like?

•  What is something that teachers have done in the past that you did not like?

•  What’s something that the teacher could do that would help you learn?

• What has been your favorite assignment you’ve ever completed? Why?

•  What would happen in your ideal class?

•  What has been the most frustrating assignment you’ve ever been assigned? Why?


