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Guided Practice 
Guided practice is the time for refinement of content or skill. Students perform the learned skills with teacher guidance (We Do) through each step to verify they’re doing work correctly. Teacher and student are working on the “same step” at the “same time”. This component is designated as ‘we do’ because the teacher and student work together to increase student knowledge and ability to fully understand a concept or perform a skill before the student is gradually released for completing independent practice.


Guided
Practice
Guided practice is important because:
· It is the first time the teacher assesses individual student understanding

· Students complete initial practice under the direct supervision of a teacher

· Misconceptions and errors can be quickly corrected and reteaching can occur before a habit is formed

How it Works:

· In initial practice, students are given a few problems or steps in a skill that are:

· Aligned with objectives

· Structured like those in independent practice

· Teacher circulates around the classroom

· Student alert the teacher or any problems and when they are done

· Teacher reviews work

Differentiation:

· Students are given problems to answer one at a time

· Sequence in a skill is chunked smaller

· Teachers check student work more frequently

Independent Practice

Once students have had the opportunity to master the content or skills, they work alone or in a group to further demonstrate or reinforce proficiency related to the objective. Independent Practice provides student an opportunity to reinforce skills and synthesize new knowledge by completing a task on their own or with a group of students away from the teacher’s guidance. Independent practice:

· Are activities that are aligned with instruction and assessment

· Might be homework or group or individual work in class

· May be elements for a subsequent project or the project itself

· Evaluates student learning

· Uses results to inform and modify instruction

· Is provided on a repeating schedule so that learning is not forgotten

This is the “You Do” point in the lesson. Independent practice is only after the teacher is reasonably sure that students will not make serious errors and are likely to experience success.  (Madeline Hunter, http://www.sdcoe.net/lls/school-improvement/Documents/Elements%20of%20Lesson%20Design%20%28Summary%29.pdf) 

Ideas for Guided and Independent Practice

	Levels of Bloom’s
	Idea for Practice

	Knowledge

Students are asked to remember pieces of information, specific terms, and techniques
	· Match word to definition

· Answer simple recall questions

· Recite a poem, policy or definition

· Quote something from memory

· Write down a formula from memory

· Label a diagram

· List the steps, characteristics of a concept.

· Make a timeline of events



	Comprehension

Students are asked to demonstrate their understanding by paraphrasing or explaining.
	· Fill out a graphic organizer or concept map that has blank boxes

· Put something into your own words

· Write a comic strip, story or children’s book that teaches the content

· Create an illustration showing a the concept

· Write a summary

· Create a Powerpoint to teach a concept

· Do I really know it? (http://www.aea267.k12.ia.us/cia/files/teaching_strategies/knowchart_s.pdf)

· Concept cards (http://www.indiana.edu/~l517/concept_cards.htm)



	Application

Students are expected to take what they know and apply it to a new situation or problem.
	· Solve a problem the student hasn’t seen before.

· Case studies



	Analysis

Answers why. Students are asked to break down the knowledge into parts and describe the relationship between those parts to each other or those parts to the whole.
	· Divide the whole concept into parts. 

· Describe relationships between parts. 

· Describe the cause/effect pattern of a topic

· Pull out patterns in a topic (without having seen them before)

· Put steps in order (without having seen the proper order beforehand)

· Predict what would happen to the whole system or a part of the system if you removed one or more parts of the system. 

· Agree/disagree matric (http://www.aea267.k12.ia.us/cia/files/teaching_strategies/agree_t.pdf)

· Concept attainment model (http://www.usask.ca/education/coursework/mcvittiej/methods/conatt.html)

· 

	Synthesis

Students are asked to collect information and then create a new insight 
	· Design an experiment

· Integrate information from several units to solve a problem

· Create their own graphic organizer or concept make using their knowledge of the topic

· Create a model

· Create an analogy that describes the concept



	Evaluation

Students are asked to judge the value of the information given a certain purpose. 
	· Select the most effective solution to a problem

· Explain and justify a solution

· Debate or defend an idea.

· Judges the work of another

· Looks at a solution and evaluates its accuracy 

· Assess the soundness or significance of a finding

· Evaluate the credibility, believability, completeness, and clarity of an argument or decision

· Four corners (http://www.aea267.k12.ia.us/cia/files/teaching_strategies/4corners_t.pdf)




http://theonlinepd.wordpress.com/p-3-lesson-planning/practice-practice-practice-guided-and-indepedent-p-3e-2/
“An ounce of practice is worth more than tons of preaching.”


          Mahatma Gandhi
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